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Winter quarters in the garden

Leafless branches and no radianin garden ponds: Amphibians and dragg
flower in sight; the winter makes our flies

gardens look drab and lifeless. Howggmpe amphibians sleep through th%lthough not everyone likes toads.
ever, watch out, because even duringyintertime under the ice cover of they are a real asset to the garden as
the long, cold winter months, nature garden ponds. Dragonflies dependingney feed on potato beetle larvae,
is full of life. Hedges, ponds, piles ofp the species or their development woodiice, snails or worms. Toads like
leaves and more are used by animalgage also wait for the next springto spend their winter in sheltered

as a hotel for winter. Even in the either under a sheet of ice or above p|aces for example a wet hole in the
garden shed butterflies rest before,,iar on plant stems. Consequently,groun d. The compost is also pleas-
spring. In autumn, many animals stafemember not to cut down any with- antly warm even in winter, which is
to search for a suitable place t0 Staygreq plants or flowers so that dragon- good news for the European toad

during winter. Such places can bgjies have a place to stay during winter(pie Erdkrofethat likes to stay there
found in abundance in our gardens, when it gets cold

especially if we look for them. But!n old trees: Bats

why is it even necessary to make youmMany bats species like to survive iBrushwood and leaves: Hedgehogs and

garden available for animals in winter@aves or in old trees. A hollow tree is insects
Quite simply because hedgehoggherefore a good place for them be-|n November the hedgehog finds a
birds, frogs and others help keep thecause the tree holes and cavities prosyitable frostproof winter nest for
garden free from pests. Insects likeect them from the frost in winter. hibernation in heaps of brushwood
\év.".d bees, bu.mblebees o bUtterﬂ“::SWithered seed stems: Birds and insectg" 168 Plles. Insects too, also feel at
iligently pollinate the flowers that _ _ home here in winter. Consequently,
bloom so colorfully in spring andMany birds that can be found in our, .\ opo creating a dead hedge
summer. So where can the variouggardens in Germany also stay with Uspeieshecke from cut  branches,
animals potentially hibernate in ourin winter. However, in the cold season
garden and what can we do to helpthe food supply is scarce. Therefore,
them survive the cold season? you are doing them a great service ifin shrubs and trees: Birds
you wait with pruning shrubs until the Hazel bushes, holly, common spindle,
end of winter. Do not cut down any pjackberry or even an old cherry
Roof and facade greenery on a gardedried sunflowers; whatever seeds areyee, offer birds a good hiding place
shed are popular retreats for variousleft behind will be eaten by birds. Thegnd also a rich food supply to survive
insects, while stacks of wood withsame also is the caser wild teasel the cold months.
small crevices and niches are ideal faiind many other plants. There are even
bats. If you want to support them, some insects that spend the winter in!" déad wood: Hedgehogsiasects
you can install special nesting boxethe stalks of these plants. The hedgehog also feels very com-
for insects and for bats. These can ) . fortable in deadwood piles with lots
either be bought or built by yourself In the garden soil: Insects, amphlblaor}sleaves in winter. If the heap in-
out of natural materials. mammals cludes large upright tree stumps and
In rock piles: Insects, reptiles and %)n\;-e;:j II: :/r\]/g]t:(r)"aoflootu:)f gzefuznAll)E !S placed I'n ° 'Sunny e e
phibians _ 9 . insect speme; will use them to sleep
hough the residents staying there arethrough the winter.
Dry-stone walls and stone piles are ajuite relaxed. Ants, solitary bees or

saplingsandfoliag®

At the garden shed: Insects and bats

Visit-aurrskiarecportalzl: popular habitat for animals not only indormice Qer Siebenschldfspend the "U OEA 1]
https://army.deps.mil/ summer. In winter, these gardenwinter either in some sort of a winter
TS oML GG < elements offer blindworms, toads andrest intermitted with several phases _
usag/ansbach/SitePages/ various insects a sheltered placeyere they are awake or they com- = Merry Christmas and a
Home. aspx where they can linger. pletely hibernate. a Happy New Year 2020!
In compost and soil: Toads
EMD, Bl-Bg. 99822 KAanehbhdalk h, Uni t 28736833ARO® AE 09177, Tel 09802
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foliage

PAGE 2 VOLUME 8, ISSUE 6

Comparison of Energy and Water Consumpf0a&2QUDAG Al

@ Heat [MBTU] @ Water [Gal] * ‘}‘) Electric [MBTU]
FY 18 FY 19 Reduction FY 18 FY 19 Reduction FY 18 FY 19 Reduction
216,034 219,390 -1.55% ‘ 99,171,374 95,886,011 3.31% (& 103,640 99,286 4.2% (&
$5,579,257 $6,994,784-25.3% ‘ $1,761,997 $1,938,59Z -10.0% ‘ $4,810,734 $4,567,87( 5.1% (v

*Potable Water

Is Road Salt damaging to the environment? ¢ 1 RE | OEI R |

Each year, when the thermometer on the growth and reproduction of a the ingestion of small amounts leads
falls below the zeralegree limit, large range of invertebrates, fish, andto acute toxicity and death. Large
about 1.5 to 2 million tons of road salt amphibians. mammals like deer are attracted to
are distributed to keep the German Above all, the most visible impact of the salt along roadways, which leads
roads and sidewalks snewand ice road salt is in the grass, shrubs andto higher incidents of car accidents
free. Many private individuals also likefoliage along the roadside. For exam-and collisions.

to turn to road salt when it comes to ple, salted splash and spray waterAdditionally, the usage of road salt is
clearing the snow in their own drive- from vehicles can cause plant damagealso damaging to our roads, bridges
ways. For many, chloride has provendue to chemical burns. Once the and cars. Concrete and steel are
to be an effective means of eliminatingsnow and ice melts, the salt pene- particularly susceptible to corrosion
ice in winter despite the fact that the trates deep into the soil and damagesand rust. Roads must be patched up
private use of road salt is banned inor kills microorganisms and fungi. the following year and bridges have to
many German municipalities and couldConsequently, important nutrients are be renovated regularly. In addition, it
be punished with a fine. This is often washed out of the soil, which destroys is estimated that road salt is responsi-
the case due to the considerable the livelihood of plants. Especially theble for 50 percent of all damage to the
damage the salt in and on the groundroots of trees along the roadside are bodywork of motor vehicles caused
can cause. significantly damaged, which cause$y corrosion.

Contaminates from road salt can them to dry up slowly. This is usually What can | do?

enter water resources by infiltration noticeable only in the spring when the Shovel well and shovel often. Remov-
to groundwater, runoff to surface leaf edges turn brown and die off. ing snow before it is walked on or
water and through storm drains. The Furthermore, the plant death encour- driven upon prevents the formation of
chloride discharged into these waters ages the colonization of sattlerant a hardpacked, slippery snow layer. To
remains in solution and is not subject invasive species thereby reducingmake the cleared area sufeoted,

to any significant natural removal species diversity along roadways. you can use grit. This include granules,
methods damaging the local ecosysMany pets also suffer from the often sand and organic grit. Granulates such
tems considerably. The accumulationhuge amounts of road salt on roads as gravel and crushed stone have the
dhd pelsisten€edof éhRrldle poses aand sidewalks. Especially dog ownersdvantage that they are quite large
risk to the water quality and the know the problem when the salt gets and heavy and therefore much more
plants, animals, and humans whaostuck in the paws of their foulegged weatherresistant than sand. You can
depend upon it. Since the salt changedriends and causes inflammation. Moresweep them together at the end of
the density of the water, the water serious, are the consequences ofthe cold season and reuse them next
circulation in lakes or ponds can be possible poisoning by road salt, whichwinter. Organic gritting agents include
interrupted. As a result, standing can occur when the animals bite into corn granulate, a waste product from
waters are no longer properly mixed the salted snow, lick their paws or the processing of corncobs. It has the
with oxygen and nutrients. Most fish drink from salted puddles. But road same blunting effect as mineral granu-
and other freshwater animals cannotsalt in the environment affects also late, but does not have to be collected
survive in such an environment as thethe health of wildlife, including birds afterwards. Since it is biodegradable,
elevated concentrations of salt in and mammals. Small birds confuseyjou can sweep it onto any green
freshwater also has detrimental effectssalt crystals with seeds and grit, andspace as a fertilizer.
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On Post Disposal Guide for Christmas .
Disposal of Christmas Trees Disposal of Christmas Gift Paper I
After Christmas there are two ways in which you may  packaging paper and shiny gift paper is made fibm
dispose of your tree if you live on post: valuable material such as wood, and should be refy-

1. Bring your tree to the Urlas Building & Grounds storage cled
area in front of the gate. A container with a sign

ODi sposmds otfirexso will b ePiSpogesof alligif papegs inthgREEN paper con- I
Look for directions signs to find the area. tainer

|
2. Put your tree in the grass area next to your building !t saves the garrison money when everyone SR o
near the road on 13 Jan or 21 Jan 2020. The DPW the recyclables!

O&M Division will collect the trees on these days. ]
\ Make sure to remove all decorations before disposal. V4
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